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86/20
Apologies.

Cllrs. L McKemey, S Parker and S Robson.
87/20
Declarations of Interest.
Cllr. C McKemey declared an interest in agenda item 20 regarding the use of the All Weather Pitch by Fleckney Athletic.
88/20
Dispensation Requests.

None. 
89/20
Public Participation.

James Ward, Chairman, Fleckney Scouts expressed his concern at the proposal by Shire Homes to outsource the management and maintenance of the open spaces etc. on the High Street development to a management company.  He had had experience of this where he lives in Market Harborough with disappointing results both in the level and standard of maintenance and the response to problem that arose.  His view was that as this particular site was in such a prominent position in the centre of the village it should be maintained to a high standard which would only be achievable in carried out under the direct supervision of the Parish Council. The Clerk explained that although this item was on the agenda further information was still awaited from Shire Homes and that it would be deferred to a later meeting when full details of the implications of the Parish taking on the responsibility were known.
Mick O’Brien, Chairman, Fleckney Athletic referred to agenda item 20 about the use of the All Weather Pitch. A request had been made to change a winter training slot on the pitch but this had been refused by the Facilities Manager as the slot had already been booked by a another team. Mr O’Brien felt that as the Club had given a substantial sum to the Parish Council when the pitch was first provided and because of this there was a “gentlemen’s agreement” that Fleckney Athletic should have first refusal on the use of the slots for winter training. In addition he felt that teams within the Parish should have preference over those that were located outside the Parish. For these reasons he felt that it would be equitable to cancel the booking for the slot on a Thursday evening that was now required by Fleckney Athletic.
Mr O’Brien also asked for confirmation that the Fleckney Festival had been cancelled as he felt in the present circumstances it should never have even been considered in the first place. He asked if the cancellation had been widely circulated as there were still posters/advertisements circulating advertising the event.

The Chairman thanked Mr Ward and Mr O’Brien for their comments.
90/20
Minutes of the Meeting Held on 10th August 2020.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 10th August 2020, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.
91/20
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th August 2020.
None.

92/20
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, as set out below:
	Cheque
	
	Name
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BL0409
	
	ES Solutions Ltd
	PC / Library Notice Boards
	
	543.96

	BL0410
	
	Fleckney Communicata
	Annual Reports
	
	250.00

	BL0410
	
	Fleckney Communicata
	Advertising
	
	130.00

	BL0411
	
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillator Torch
	
	9.60

	BL0412
	
	Ricoh
	Photocopying
	
	13.85

	BL0412
	
	Ricoh
	Photocopying
	
	13.86

	BL0413
	
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	Audit
	
	480.00

	BL0414
	
	Target Pest Control
	Dog Bin Emptying
	
	401.94

	BL0415*
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	BL0415
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Black Sacks
	
	14.34

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Cleaning Supplies
	
	7.18

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Torch and Batteries
	
	18.30

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Tape Measures
	
	14.80

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Stationery
	
	0.78

	BL0416
	
	ESPO
	Tools
	
	28.69

	BL0417
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	Spinney Maintenance
	
	360.00

	BL0417
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	Football  Post caps
	
	270.00

	BL0417
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	MUGA Maintenance
	
	300.00

	BL0417
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	Skate Park Repairs
	
	300.00

	BL0417*
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	Play Area repairs
	
	417.60

	BL0417*
	
	Greyhound Leisure
	Play Area repairs
	
	960.00

	BL0418
	
	Fleckney School Fund
	Donation
	
	700.00

	BL0419
	
	Alison Ingram
	Donation to Fleckney Village Aid
	
	64.44

	BL0420
	
	J Prescott   (Wilko)
	Paint
	
	27.25

	BL0420
	
	J Prescott   (Wilko)
	White Spirit
	
	1.60

	BL0420
	
	J Prescott   (Wilko)
	Cable ties
	
	5.75

	BL0421
	
	The Spray People Group Ltd
	Compression Sprayer
	
	66.60

	BL0422-28
	
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4062.95

	BL0424
	
	J Flower    (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.49

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	187.60

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	26.54

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	424.00

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	45.17

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	72.00

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	331.32

	BL0429
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	173.10

	DD10
	
	Water Plus
	Water Services           pd  10.9.20
	
	51.67

	DD12
	
	D-Energi
	Electricity                    pd 24.8.20
	
	344.62

	DD13
	
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges             pd 15.8.20
	
	26.30

	DD14
	
	D-Energi
	Electricity                     pd 15.8.20
	
	57.24

	DD6
	
	British Gas
	Electricity                     pd  21.8.20
	
	9.01

	DD9Aug
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions pd 15.8.20
	
	14.23

	DD9Aug
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions pd 15.8.20
	
	18.99

	DD9Aug
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions pd 15.8.20
	
	16.74

	DD9Aug
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions pd 15.8.20
	
	59.59

	DD9Aug
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions pd 15.8.20
	
	79.45

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	£11,714.25



The Clerk reported that the total receipts in August amounted to £3,147.62 (Excluding VAT).
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st August 2020.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment subject to the approval of the payment BL0418 at agenda item 17.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st August 2020 be received and noted
93/20   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no matters arising from the County Councillor’s reports. 
Cllr. Bilbie mentioned the increase in the number of coronavirus cases and the actions being taken by the District to keep the local economy going particularly the shops, restaurants and pubs. The main issue seemed be centred on pubs and young people failing to observe social distancing requirements. This was also not being helped by the return of students and the reopening of schools. The District had a watching brief with various departments involved looking at track and trace information and tracking sources throughout the district. Sport centres in the District were now open ion accordance with the Covi-19 guidelines. There also appeared to be a problem with some people not wearing masks in supermarkets.

Cllr. Bilbie said he was taking action to sort out the “20 is plenty” signs as theses were too large and were obstructing the pavements in  places. 
Cllr. Bilbie stated he had attended the Saddington Parish Meeting that had been held as a normal meeting which he felt had been beneficial as it provided an increased level of interaction between those present compared with remote meetings.
Cllr. Ward asked Cllr. Bilbie what were the exceptional circumstances that had led to the District taking on the open space maintenance for a new development in Kibworth. Cllr. Bilbie responded that all developments were different and were looked at individually.

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Bilbie for his comments.

94/20    
Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Leicester City Council
	Public Consultation on Leicester’s Draft Local Plan
	Noted.

	2
	Leicestershire CC
	Parish and Communities Fund Update.
	Application to be made to acquire electronic speed indicator devices to reduce speeds through Village to aid social distancing.


	3
	CPRE
	Petition against the proposals to deregulate planning.
	Consider as part of Parish’s responses to Government Consultation later on the agenda.


	4
	Leicestershire and Rutland PFA
	Notice of AGM.
	Circulate details to members should anyone wish to attend.



	5
	Harborough DC
	Key Stakeholder Consultation: Harborough District Open Space Strategy 2020.
	Refer to Recreation Committee for consideration and response.



	6
	Zurich Municipal
	Notification that the Parish’s claim under its business interruption insurance was on hold whilst the Financial Conduct Authority seeks clarity and undertakes a test case in the High Court.

	Noted.


Resolved that the correspondence received be noted and the actions set out in the above list be approved.
95/20
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated to members.
There was no report from the Chairman.
Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.

96/18
Recreation Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Recreation Committee that was held on 1st September copies of which had been previously circulated.
Members’ also considered the recommendation contained in Minute Rec/55/20 that a two year fixed price contract be entered into with British Gas for the supply of electricity for the period commencing 1st October 2020. 

Resolved that:

(i) The minutes of the Recreation Committee be received and noted.

(ii) A two year fixed price contract be entered into with British Gas for the supply of electricity for the period commencing 1st October 2020.

97/20
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	20/01273/FUL
	Demolition of existing dwelling; erection of a 3 storey detached dwelling with an attached double garage and swimming pool (revised scheme of 20/00610/FUL)


	Birdcage Cottage, Arnesby Road
	Object – Previous objections to be reiterated.



	20/01274/LCC
	Detached, part single, part two storey building to provide six new classrooms, three foundation classrooms, staff room and practical space, single storey extension to provide new hall, alterations to playground and car park, new fencing and new/upgraded pedestrian access. - County Council Identity Number: 2020/Reg3Mi/0082/LCC


	Fleckney C Of E Primary School, 16 Batchelor Road
	No comment.

	20/01197/FUL
	Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension


	26A Albert Street
	No comment.


Resolved that the Clerk informs Harborough District Council of the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications as set out in the table above.

98/20
Fleckney Festival 2020.

As the Festival had been cancelled this matter was not discussed.
99/20
Village Sign.

Following on from the discussion at the last meeting the Clerk informed members’ that he had contacted both Black Forge and Signs of the Times for colour designs of their respective signs. Black Forge had initially responded agreeing to the request but did stress that due to the complexity of the emblem it was likely to cost considerably more than the initial price quoted  added to which the signwriter was extremely busy. Since the initial response nothing further has been heard from Black Forge. Signs of the Times had provided a colour design with two further options for consideration details of which were provided at the meeting. Members considered option 2 with the addition of some scroll work would be the most suitable.
Resolved that the Village Sign be obtained from Signs of the Times based on Option 2 with the addition of some scroll work at a cost of £7,247 + Carriage + VAT. The arrangements for the installation be left in abeyance to nearer the delivery date.

100/19
Planning for the Future Consultation.

Members’ considered the Government’s proposals for the reform of the planning system a summary of which had been previously circulated to members. The general view was that the proposals as outlined could not be supported as this could lead to a doubling of the new homes requirement in the district and more pressure on the Village for even more housing on land that was currently outside the limits to development. It was agreed the Parish should formally object to the proposals. 
Resolved that the Clerk prepares a response to the white paper objecting to the proposals being put forward to be circulated to members for comments prior to it submission.

101/19
Government Funding Covid-19.


The Clerk reported on an exchange of emails with Harborough DC on the distribution of additional money it had received from the Government due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Whilst it had received over £1m in funding only £5k had gone in support of parish councils, voluntary, community and faith groups. 


The bulk of the money, £860k, had gone in support for the provision of leisure facilities to help in maintaining the health and well being of residents. The Clerk informed members’ he had requested further details on how the £860k had been utilised as the Fleckney Sports Centre and associated facilities had suffered a loss of £6k in income as well as retaining the Facilities Manager/Sports Development Officer on full salary.


Resolved that the matter be considered further at the next meeting when a response has been received from Harborough DC.

102/20
Financial Assistance- Fleckney Village Aid Scheme/Fleckney Primary School.

The Clerk reported that a donation of £1,000 had been received from Jackpad Ltd, a local business, the money to be used to help families in the Village affected by the coronavirus situation. Having discussed the possibilities with the donor it had been suggested that £300 should go to the Fleckney Village Scheme for the purchase of masks and hand sanitisers and £700 to the Fleckney Primary School to help vulnerable children affected by the pandemic and to help with measures to get children and teachers safely back in school. The Clerk reiterated the agreement at the last meeting to pay the Village Aid Scheme’s Organiser’s mobile phone monthly rental for the eighteen month contract or until the Scheme comes to an end which ever happens first at a cost of £166.08.

Members’ agreed with the suggested distribution of the £1,000 donation and to adding a further £300 to the Village Aid Scheme amount to provide a fund of £600 for the purchase of masks and hand sanitisers.


 Resolved that in accordance with S137 Local Government Act 1972:

(i) A grant of £700 be made to the Fleckney Village School.

(ii) £600 be set aside for the purchase of masks and hand sanitisers for the Fleckney Village Aid Scheme.
(iii) The Fleckney Village Aid Scheme’s Organiser’s eighteen month mobile phone contact be paid in the sum of £166.08 on a monthly basis subject to the scheme continuing to the end of the phone contract.  
103/20
Website Accessibility Requirements.

The Clerk reported on the requirements of the Public Bodies (Website and Mobile Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 which required that public sector bodies made reasonable adjustments to their websites so they are accessible to people with various disabilities. The Clerk provided members’ with a briefing document prepared by NALC which set out the requirements and the action that needed to be taken. The Clerk informed members’ that there were various aids available to assist with the process and that he would be using one of these aid to test compliance and make adjustments as necessary and reasonable. This may require the website host also to make adjustments. The process would culminate in an Accessibility Statement being approved for display on the website.

 Resolved the report be received and the action being taken noted.

104/20
Shire Homes, High Street.

The Clerk reported he had yet to receive information from Shire Homes on the requirements for the Parish Council to manage and maintain the open spaces etc. on the development.

Resolved that the matter to considered further at the next meeting. 
105/20
All Weather Pitch.

The Clerk reported on an issue that had arisen with Fleckney Athletic AFC regarding the use of the All Weather Pitch for winter training and which had been raised earlier in the meeting by Mr O’Brien in Public Participation. Fleckney Athletic required a slot on a Thursday evening but this had already been allocated to another team who had used the same slot for the previous two seasons after being moved from its Friday slot to accommodate Fleckney Athletic. The request had been refused by the Facilities Manager/Sports Development Officer. Fleckney Athletic felt that it should have first choice with regard to booking slots due to the fact that Club had contributed financially when the provision was initially provided and that local teams should have preference from those outside the Village.

Members felt that in fairness teams that were regular users of the facility on a continuing basis, irrespective of where they were located, should have preference in being able to book the same time slot for a further period within a specified timescale and that there was no justification to accede to the request of Fleckney Athletic AFC.

Resolved that:

(i) The decision of the Facility Manager/Sports Development Officer be adhered to.

(ii) Regular users of the All Weather Pitch be allowed to book the same time slot on a continuing basis provided notification in writing is received six weeks prior to the renewal date. 

106/20
External Audit Report and Certificate 2019/20.

The Clerk reported the receipt of the External Audit Report and Certificate 2019/20 copies of which had been previously circulated to members. 
The External Auditor Report 2019/20 stated “On the basis of the review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: None”.
External Audit Certificate 2019/20 stated “We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2020”. 
Resolved the report be received and noted.

107/20
National Salary Award 2020-21.

The Clerk reported that the NJC for Local Authorities had agreed new pay scales with effect from 1st April 2020 and that the Clerk, Facilities Manager/Sports Development Officer and Administrative Assistant’s salaries were linked to the NJC scales. A report showing the new salary points for staff had been previously circulated. The new pay scales provided for an increase of 2.75%.

Resolved that the increased salary points be applied from 1st April 2020 to staff as set out above. 
108/20
Prepaid Debit Card.

Members considered the provision of an Equals Spend prepaid debit card to staff to avoid the necessity of staff having to use their own credit/debit card to make purchases on behalf of the Parish Council. The Clerk suggested cards for himself and the Facilities Manager/Sports Development Officer with an overall limit on the imprest of £1,000. No costs were involved apart from an initial £10 per card issue fee which covered all lost/damaged/replacement cards.

Resolved Equals Spend prepaid debit cards be obtained for the Clerk and the Facilities Manager/Sports Development Officer with an overall limit on the imprest of £1,000. 

109/20
Insurance Renewal.

The Clerk reported on the insurance renewal term that had been received from Zurich Municipal for the period commencing 1st October 2020 being the final year of a three year agreement. The renewal premium was £5,029.57 up from £4,910 in the current year. A budget of £5,000 had been included for 2020/21.
Resolved the insurance be renewed with Zurich Municipal on the terms offered.

110/20
Investment of Surplus Monies.

The Clerk reported that the interest rate on the Nationwide Building Society account had been reduced to 0.05% and recommended that £49,999 should be withdrawn and placed with Yorkshire Bank (£34,500) who is paying 0.6% and NatWest Liquidity Manager (£14.500) who is paying 0.1%.

Resolved the actions outlined above be approved. 

111/20
Date of Next Meeting.

Monday 12th October 2020 at 7.00 pm.
The Meeting closed at 9.24 pm.
Signed………………………………….Date……………….
Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held on 14th September 2020.


(This meeting was held in accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020).





Present:


Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman),  A Birch, J Brummel, J Earwaker, T Mcdonagh, C McKemey, S Parker and C Ward.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council.





District Cllr. S Bilbie.





Members of the Public - 2


























County Cllr. G Hart.
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