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203/20
Apologies.

Cllr. C Ward. 
204/20
Declarations of Interest.
Cllr. A Birch declared an interest in Agenda Item 11 in respect of planning application 21/00039/FUL
205/20
Dispensation Requests.

None. 
206/20
Minutes of the Meeting Held on 11th January 2021.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th January 2021, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
207/20
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th January 2021.
Minute 176/20 – Street Naming – The Clerk informed members that Harborough DC had determined the names for the Shire Homes development off High Street which were Freer, Howlett and Peberdy for the streets and Gilwell House for the shops/flats building.

Minute 183/20 – S106 Agreement – The Clerk informed members’ that Harborough DC would be considering the request regarding the Persimmon Homes development at its S106/CIL meeting on 10th February 2021.

Minute 184/20 – Government Funding Covid-19 – Harborough DC Freedom of Information Request – The Clerk informed members’ that a further response had been received that explained that the additional amount of £299k had been approved under delegated powers by the joint Chief Executives prior to the Council Meeting and as such members’ were aware of the previous decision when awarding a further £561k to its leisure services contractor. However, this decision had not been recorded in the Harborough DC Register of Decisions under Delegated Powers or included in the minutes of the meeting when the additional £561k was approved. As such a further request has made for an explanation as to why the decision made under delegated powers was not recorded in the Register and for some evidence to be provided (extract from exempt papers or recording from the meeting if made verbally) that members were made aware of the previously approved amount when considering the additional funding of £561k at the Council Meeting.   
208/20
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, as set out below:
	Cheque
	
	Name
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	BL0517
	
	Pink Sky Trading Ltd
	Floating Duck House       Pd 18.1.21
	
	569.98

	BL0518
	
	Guardian  Support
	Health/ Safety Service     Pd 18.1.21
	
	822.00

	BL0519
	
	Direct365
	Emergency Lighting Test
	
	114.00

	BL0520*
	
	Dan's Tree & Gardens
	Tree Lopping
	
	900.00

	BL0521
	
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	356.42

	BL0522
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	BL0522*
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	154.85

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal No.
	BL0522                                      309.70

	BL0523
	
	Alison Ingram
	Fleckney Village Aid Telephone
	
	9.24

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Football Pitch Maintenance
	
	256.08

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Pitch Marking
	
	105.00

	BL0524*
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Pitch Marking
	
	315.00

	BL0524*
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	222.58

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	103.52

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	166.91

	BL0524*
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Overseeding
	
	82.09

	BL0524*
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Football Pitch Maintenance
	
	1,117.65

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	60.00

	BL0524*
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	114.00

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Football Pitch Maintenance
	
	2,075.84

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Overseeding
	
	312.54

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Pitch Marking
	
	315.00

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	373.40

	BL0524
	
	Harborough District  Council
	Grass Mowing
	
	114.00

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal No.
	BL0524                                    5733.61

	BL0525
	
	Equals  (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.49

	BL0525
	
	Equals  (BES Ltd)
	Toilet Repairs
	
	69.24

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal No.
	BL0525                                        72.73

	BL0526
	
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4097.48

	BL0533
	
	S Wyche
	Chairman’s Allowance
	
	240.00

	BL0534
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1316.76

	DD13
	
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges              Pd 15.1.21
	
	30.35

	DD15Feb
	
	British Gas
	Electricity                     Pd 1.2.21
	
	16.55

	DD15Jan
	
	British Gas
	Electricity                     Pd 13.1.21
	
	843.91

	DD6Jan
	
	British Gas
	Electricity                     Pd  21.1.21 
	
	10.18

	DD9Feb
	
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	
	194.05

	DDBTi
	
	British Telecom
	Telephone accounts     Pd 4.2.21
	
	330.56

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	£15,957.52



*Playing Field Charity Management
The Clerk reported that the total receipts in January amounted to £462.06 (Excluding VAT).
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2021.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2021 be received and noted.
209/20   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no matters arising from the County Councillor’s reports. 
Members’ received a report from District Cllr. Bilbie which detailed varies activities and initiatives undertaken by the District Council and other agencies in response to the Covid-19 pandemic copies of which had been previously circulated.

210/20
Employees  Report.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated to members. The issue with the missing litter bins was highlighted again with the Clerk agreeing to chase up the matter with Harborough DC.
Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
Karen Delome, a member of the public, joined the meeting.

211/20
Public Participation.

Karen Delome express her concern at the rumours that were circulating in the Village about the proposed development of a further 117 dwellings on the land  adjoining the Shire Homes development and the impact this would have on the area that now exists between the Village and the Canal. Her view was that this was a heritage asset as it was a ridge and furrow field that should be protected.
Whilst the Parish Council was aware of the proposal it was explained that at this stage it was a pre-planning application enquiry to Harborough DC and  as such the Parish was not a party to those discussions. When a planning application was submitted the Parish Council would be consulted as a statutory consultee and at that time would make its views known on the proposal although in the past it had sought to limit the amount of new development in the Village and had opposed recent new major developments.  It was stressed that individuals also had the right to comment on planning applications and their views, providing they related to material planning considerations, would carry just as much weight as those of the Parish Council.

The Chairman thanked Karen Delome for her comments.

Karen Dolome left the meeting.

212/20    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Harborough DC
	Community Governance Review – Confirmation of approval of boundary change between Fleckney and Saddington and the proposal to draft a Reorganisation of Community Governance Order to bring the change into effect.

	Noted.

	2
	Blaby DC
	Blaby Local Plan Options Document Consultation.
	Noted.


213/20
Chair’s Report.
There was no report from the Chairman.

214/20
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	20/02083/FUL
	Part conversion of garage to habitable accommodation and erection of a single storey rear extension with pitch roof over existing single storey element 

	20 The Wranglands
	No comments

	21/00039/FUL
	Erection of 2 storey rear extension and single storey rear extension 

	2 Leicester Road
	No comments

	21/00037/FUL
	Erection of a detached brick built single storey welfare centre/outbuilding (potential future double garage) 

	Land rear of 28 Kibworth Road
	No comments

	21/00075/PCD
	Discharge of Condition 6 (remediation/verification statement) of 20/00091/FUL 

	Manor Works, Main Street
	No comments

	21/00106/FUL
	Erection of single storey rear extension and two storey front and side extension 

	Fleckney Dental Practice, 

7 School Street
	No comments


Resolved that the Clerk informs Harborough District Council of the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications as set out in the table above.
215/20
General Power of Competence/War Memorial.


Members’ considered if it would be appropriate to resolve to adopt the general power of competence  at the next Annual Meeting to enable the Parish to do anything  that an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by law. This would provide the opportunity to provide a greater range of services/facilities for the benefit of the local community and would provide the necessary authority to provide a war memorial should such a decision be made at some point in the future.


The Clerk explained that in order to adopt the general power of competence two criteria had to be satisfied. Firstly two thirds of members had to be elected at the time of the adoption of the power and secondly the Clerk needs to be suitably qualified and trained.


Unfortunately at the present time the Parish does nor meet the first criterion and as elections are prohibited until 6th May 2021 under current coronavirus legislation there is little opportunity to correct this before the May 2021 Annual Meeting. The first opportunity to adopt the general power of competence would most likely be the Annual Meeting in May 2023. The Clerk was in the process of verifying with the LRALC that he was suitably qualified.


 With regard to the possible provision of an external war memorial located on public land within the Village it was felt, despite the possible delay in obtaining the general power of competence and, having regard to the long association of the current memorial with the Church, that some initial discussions should take place with the Church to obtain its views on its possible relocation. Possible sites that were mentioned were the Village Green and The Square which would be part of the Shire Homes development off High Street. 


Resolved that:

(i) The position with the general power of competence be noted.

(ii) Discussions take place with the Church to ascertain its views on the possible relocation of the war memorial to a site in the centre of the Village.
216/20
New Sports Centre.

Members’ received the notes of the New Sports Centre Working Party that had met on the 18th January 2021 which set out various issues with regard to the location, design and possible inclusion of some form of theatre provision together with the possible retention of part of the existing building. 
Having regard to the recommendations of the Working Party it was felt the most suitable location for the new building would be in the vicinity/area of the old building adjacent to the all weather pitch and as shown on the plan displayed at the meeting and that a single storey building would provide the best value for money. Retention of part of the old building would provide some benefits in providing a facility for use by the football and cricket clubs although it was recognised that this would be relatively short term measure and that some initial refurbishment work may be required and that longer term a new facility would be required. It would also provide accommodation for staff whilst the new building was constructed. The provision of an auditorium facility (seating, mobile staging, lighting/sound provision and storage) was desirable but this should be dependent on obtaining a major proportion of the additional cost from grant funding.
Members went on to consider if it would be appropriate to submit a pre-application planning enquiry to Harborough DC, based on the above criteria subject to the S106 funding application to Harborough DC being approved.

Resolved that:

(i) The notes of the New Sports Centre Working Party be received and noted.

(ii) The location of the new building be in the vicinity/area of the old Sports Hall adjacent to the all weather pitch as displayed on the plan shown at the meeting.

(iii) The low level part of the old of the old building be retained for use by the football and cricket clubs and in due course consideration be given, initially to what refurbishment is required and longer term to its eventual replacement. 
(iv) The new building is based on a single storey design.

(v) Auditorium facilities (seating, staging lighting/sound and storage) be included subject to the majority of the additional cost being met from grant funding.
(vi) Ball Hall be appointed to make a pre-planning application enquiry on behalf of the Parish Council to Harborough DC subject to the approval of S106 funding of £6,800.


Cllr. Birch requested that his vote against the decision in (v) above be recorded.
217/20
Shire Homes – Off High Street.

The Clerk reported that he had had a conversation with Landmark Planning about the possibility of the Parish taking on the maintenance of the open spaces including the balancing reservoirs and had been informed that the developer was now working towards the original proposal of having a management company in place to carry out the maintenance.  However, it was indicated that there could be a possibility of the Parish taking on responsibility for the ‘The Square’ which would be the hard landscaped area in the front of the shops/flats. 


Resolved that the report be received and noted.

218/20
Appointment of Internal Auditor.

Members’ considered the appointment of the LRALC Internal Audit Service to carry out the internal audit function for the 2020-21 financial year having used the service for the previous two years and having been satisfied as to the efficiency and effectiveness of the service that it had received.

Resolved that the LRALC Internal Audit Service be appointed to carry out the internal audit function for the 2020-21 financial year.
219/19
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 8th March 2021 at 7.00 pm.
The Meeting closed at 9.54 pm.
Signed………………………………….Date……………….
Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held on 8th February 2021.


(This meeting was held in accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020).





Present:


Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman), A Birch, J Brummel, J Earwaker, T Mcdonagh, C McKemey, S Parker and S Robson.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council.


Member of the Public




















County Cllr. G Hart.
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