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249/16
Apologies.

Cllr. Birch took the Chair in the absence of the Chairman. Apologies were received from Cllrs. S Bilbie, T Gould, J Hoffman and S Wyche.
250/16
Declarations of Interest
None.
251/16
Dispensation Requests.


None.
252/16
Public Participation.

Mr Andrews of Cobwells Close expressed his concern at the proposals contained in Planning Application 16/020030/OUT to develop the land at the rear of Marlborough Drive for employment use which would adversely affect the enjoyment of his property on Cobwells Close and those of other residents. He referred to the fact that in the past similar applications had been refused, mainly on traffic grounds, and since there had been no road improvements. As well traffic Mr Andrews also had concerns about loss of privacy, light and noise pollution and anti social behaviour. The Chairman informed Mr Andrews that the application would be considered at a later point on the agenda and thanked him for his comments.
253/16
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th December 2016.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th December 2016, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record subject to the word “changed” in the penultimate line of Minute 229/16 being amended to “changes”.
254/16
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meetings held on 12th December 2016.
228/16 – Telephone and Broadband – The Clerk reported that it had been decided to remain with British Telecom for a further period of two years due to the issues that would have arisen with the Office 365 hosting and the email address.

237/16 – HDC Section 106 Funding Applications – The Clerk reported that the cost of providing a bridge in to the Spinney had been obtained and was £400. In view of the negligible cost involved it was felt that this would be better met from existing budgets which would enable it to go ahead straight away and allowing the other two schemes to be given priority in preparing the funding bids.

255/16
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Cheque
	Cde.
	 
	Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Description
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amount

	4874
	174
	 
	Refreshment Systems Ltd
	 
	Vending Machine Supplies
	 
	362.24

	4875
	133
	 
	Fleckney Communicata
	 
	Advertising
	 
	50.00

	4876
	254
	 
	Guardian
	 
	Security
	 
	139.87

	4876*
	658
	 
	Guardian
	 
	Security
	 
	139.89

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	4876
	 
	279.76

	4877
	72
	 
	Waitrose
	 
	Christmas Gifts
	 
	41.50

	4877
	72
	 
	Sainsburys
	 
	Christmas Gifts
	 
	79.25

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	4877
	 
	120.75

	4878
	767
	 
	Ebuyer.com
	 
	Computer
	 
	349.98

	4879
	139
	 
	Regent Samsic
	 
	Cleaning
	 
	309.88

	4880
	703
	 
	R J Berrington
	 
	Christmas lights
	 
	625.00

	4881
	9
	 
	R J Everitt
	 
	Wages
	 
	383.58

	4882
	255
	 
	R Deamer
	 
	Wages
	 
	113.32

	4882*
	665
	 
	R Deamer
	 
	Wages
	 
	67.99

	4882
	306
	 
	R Deamer
	 
	Wages
	 
	45.33

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	4882
	 
	226.64

	4883
	160
	 
	I Facer
	 
	Wages
	 
	164.37

	4883
	570
	 
	I Facer
	 
	Wages
	 
	82.89

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	4883
	 
	247.26

	4884
	12
	 
	J Flower
	 
	Wages
	 
	605.38

	4885
	364
	 
	K Wright
	 
	Wages
	 
	115.20

	4886
	513
	 
	J Prescott
	 
	Wages
	 
	1,409.71

	4887
	160
	 
	S Leech
	 
	Wages
	 
	314.10

	4888
	160
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	41.08

	4888
	570
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	20.72

	4888
	364
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	28.80

	4888
	255
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	24.10

	4888*
	665
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	14.46

	4888
	306
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	9.64

	4888
	12
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	403.20

	4888
	27
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	45.90

	4888
	513
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	281.32

	4888
	517
	 
	HMRC
	 
	Tax & NI
	 
	141.96

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	4888
	 
	1,011.18

	4889
	174
	
	Refreshment Systems Ltd
	
	Vending Machine Supplies
	
	362.24

	DD7
	753
	
	PWLB
	
	Loan Repayment
	
	700.51

	DD7
	754
	
	PWLB
	
	Loan Repayment
	
	6145.70

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal No.            DD7
	
	6846.21

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	                         Total
 
	 
	£13,388.58


*Subject to approval at the Playing Field Charity Meeting.
The Clerk submitted details of receipts for December 2016 amounting to £5,732.23 (excluding VAT).
The Clerk also submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31st December 2016. It was noted that there was a discrepancy of £10 in the reconciliation. 
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The details of receipts for December 2016 be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement be received and noted.

256/16    District, County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no District or Police reports.

County Cllr. Hart updated members with the situation with the council tax which was still being discussed and the fact that there would be a shortfall in four years time, on progress with the Fairer Funding campaign, on discussions with the Health Service on measure to ease bed blocking, on a proposal to carry out a traffic assessment in Fleckney and issues around mental health.

Cllr Hart answered members’ questions.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Hart for his report.

Cllr Hart left the meeting.

257/16    Correspondence.

The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed Action



	1
	Post Office
	Confirmation that the Post Office would be moving to the Mercury News Shop in the near future


	Noted.


Resolved that the correspondence received be noted and the actions set out in the above table be approved.

258/16
Employees and Chairman’s Reports.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly copies of which were circulated at the meeting. 
The Clerk reported that the Street Orderly was now in his fourth week off sick and as a consequence there would be more litter about the Village particularly in the centre. A particular hot spot was the bridge in Main Street. The Clerk agreed to make arrangements to get any litter that had accumulated removed. 


There was no report from the Chairman.
Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
259/16
Recreation Committee.

Members received copies of the minutes of the Recreation Committee that had met on the 3rd January 2017, copies of which were circulated at the meeting.

Resolved the minutes of the Recreation Committee be received and noted.

260/16
Planning Applications.

Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments/Action

	17/00007/FUL
	Erection of single storey side rear extension.

	24 Badcock Way
	No comments

	16/02079/FUL


	Erection of front porch.
	26 Sawbrook
	No comments

	16/02030/Out

	Erection of up to 9,200sq m of B1 (Business)/B2 (General Industrial) and B8 (Storage or Distribution) employment land (all matters reserved)
	Land rear of Unit 4 Marlborough Drive
	Delegated to Planning Committee to consider and comment at a meeting to held on Monday 23rd January starting at 7.00pm


Resolved that the Clerk informs Harborough District Council of the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications as set out in the table above and the action re application 16/02030/Out be approved.
261/16
Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr. Birch, Chairman of the Steering Committee, updated members with progress. There was to be a meeting on the 11th January when it was hoped progress would be made with the householder questionnaire. 


Resolved the report be received and noted.
262/16
HDC Section 106 Grant Round 2 – Funding Applications. 
The Clerk submitted requests for support from the Fleckney Silver Band and the Fleckney Allotment Association for the following projects:

 Fleckney Silver Band – Car Park Matting to Band Hall Field – Total Cost £6,948 – Amount of Grant £4,708.

Fleckney Silver Band – Energy saving measures to Band Hall – Total Cost £12,556.09 – Amount of Grant £8,756.09.

.Fleckney Allotment Association – Addition water supply and tap – Total Cost £680 – Amount of Grant £680.
Resolved that the schemes submitted by the Fleckney Silver Band and the Fleckney Allotment Association be supported.
263/16
Budget and Precept 2017/18.

The Clerk submitted a report setting out details of the revised budget for the current year and budget proposals for 2017/18 copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting.
The original budget for 2016-17 anticipated a sum of £4,930 being taken from reserves to balance the budget. The estimated outturn indicated that there will now be a sum of £7,330 being taken from reserves. The reasons for this increase of £2,400 were provided in the report.
The reserves carried forward at the 31st March 2017 were estimated to be £162,530 which included earmarked reserves of £31,500 giving free reserves of £131,030.          .

The budget for 2017/18 had been prepared on the basis of maintaining current levels of service and carrying forward into 2017/18 those capital schemes where it has not been possible to secure grant funding for in 2016/17. In addition the proposal to renew the surface to the All Weather Pitch had also been included. The significant variations from the budget for 2016/17 were set out in the report. 

Council tax referendum principles had not been extended to local (parish and town) councils in 2017-18.

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Sajid Javid MP, in announcing the provisional local government finance settlement for 2017-18 in the House of Commons stated that: 

“Local town and parish councils play an important role in our civic life. We have decided that we will defer our proposals this year, while keeping the level of precepts set by town and parish councils under close review. I expect all town and parish councils to clearly demonstrate restraint when setting increases that are not a direct result of taking on additional responsibilities. I am also actively considering with the sector ways to make excessive increases more transparent to local taxpayers.”

 Responding to the settlement the Chairman of NALC, Cllr Sue Baxter said: 

“I very much welcome the Government’s decision not to extend council tax referendum principles to any size of parish or town council in 2017-18. Parishes play an important role in communities and local democracy and I am pleased the Secretary of State acknowledged this in his statement and he has listened to the sector’s concerns. I would urge councils to continue to be fiscally responsible and I am keen work with the Government on ways to increase transparency and engagement with residents.”

The budget for 2017-18, based on the Precept being increased by £2,500 to £127,300 showed a deficit of £33,870 compared to the deficit of £4,930 for the current year. It was noted however that £25,000 of the deficit will be met by a contribution from the Sinking Fund set up to replace the All Weather Pitch surface

The reported showed the effect of different increases in the Precept on the deficit and Council tax is shown in the table below:

	Precept
	Council Tax
	% Change in Council Tax
	In Year Deficit
	Comment

	£124,800
	£83.37
	-1.21%%
	£36,370
	No increase to Precept



	£126,050
	£84.20
	-0.23%%
	£35,120
	1% increase in Precept



	£127,300
	£85.02
	+0.75%
	£33,870
	2% increase in Precept



	£127,590
	£85.23
	+1.00%
	£33,580
	1% increase in Council Tax



	£128,850
	£86.07
	+2.00%
	£32,320
	2% increase in Council Tax




Based on a Precept of £127,300 the reserves at the 31st March 2018 were estimated to be £135,660 of which £13,500 remains as earmarked to replace the surface to the All Weather Pitch leaving £121,160 of free reserves.
Members considered carefully the information contained in the report and the level at which the Precept should be set. 

Resolved that:

(i) The provisional outturn for 2016/17 be noted.

(ii) The Budget for 2017/18 as set out in the report be agreed.

(iii) The Precept for 2017/18 be set at £128,850.
It was moved and seconded and resolved that Standing Order 79 be set aside to enable the business on the agenda to be completed.

264/16
Investment of Surplus Funds. 
The Clerk informed members that the interest rate on the Business Everyday Saver with Santander had been reduced to 0.1% and suggested that the account be closed and the surplus funds be invested with the Secure Trust Bank (90 day notice) and United Trust Bank (200 day notice charity deposit) both of which were protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme up to £75,000. The current rates of interest, which are variable, were 1.31% and 1.30% respectively.

Resolved that:

(i)
The Santander Business Reserve Account be closed.

(ii)
£70,000 be deposited in a 90 day notice account with Secure Trust Bank.

(iv) £70,000 be deposited in a 200 day notice charity deposit with United Trust Bank.
(v)  The signatories to the accounts be the Clerk to the Council, John Flower, the Chairman, Cllr. Suzanne Wyche and the Vice Chairman, Cllr. Alan Birch with all three to sign.
(vi) United Trust Bank Limited are appointed as bankers to the Organisation and are hereby authorised to honour and comply with all cheques, drafts, bills, promissory notes, acceptances, negotiable instruments and orders expressed to be drawn, accepted, made or given on behalf of the Organisation at any time or times whether the account or accounts in question are overdrawn by any payment or in relation thereto are in credit or otherwise.

the Bank be authorised to:
i. accept and comply with all agreements, indemnities and counter indemnities in connection with the issue of letters of credit, drafts, telegraphic transfers, purchase and sale of foreign currencies.

ii. act on any deposit or hypothecation of securities and documents of further belonging to the Organisation.

iii. act on any instructions relating to the account(s), affairs or transactions of the Organisation generally, and

iv. treat all bills, promissory notes and acceptances as being endorsed on behalf of the aforesaid and to discount or otherwise deal with the same provided they purport to be signed by the agreed signatories identified in the Bank’s Business Application Form in accordance  with signing arrangements specified in Section E thereof.
· statements and other communications regarding the account(s) sent to the address set out in ‘your Organisation’s details’ of the Bank’s Business Application Form.
• the Bank be authorised to supply the Organisation’s auditors with such information as may be requested from time to time.

• this Resolution shall remain in force until receipt by the Bank of a copy of a resolution rescinding of the same and in the meantime the Organisation do advise the Bank by letter signed by the Chairman for the time being of all changes which take place in the list of

signatories and/or the signing arrangements relating thereto.

• a certified copy of this resolution together with the Rules/Constitution be furnished to this Bank forthwith.

i. the Bank shall not be obliged to provide separate periodic statements of Account pursuant to 5.18J (2) of the Consumer Credit Act 1974.

ii. in the event of the death of a trustee/partner the Bank shall be authorised to hold any credit balances on any account(s) in the name/joint name of the serving trustee(s)/partner(s) without

prejudice to any right the Bank may have in respect of such balance or other property arising out of any lieu, charge, pledge set-off counter-claims or otherwise whatsoever and this Bank shall be authorised to take any step which it may deem desirable to take in view of any claim by any person other than the survivor(s).

iii. the Organisation shall indemnify the Bank fully in the event of any losses, claims or costs, which the Bank may suffer from accepting and enacting these Organisations’ instructions in accordance with this mandate.

iv. any costs/claims or damages incurred by the Bank as a result of the operation of the account(s) shall have been incurred from the benefit of the trustee(s)/partner(s) whose liability shall be joint and several for all purposes.
265/16
Date of Next Meeting.
The Clerk informed members’ he would be unavailable for the next meeting that was scheduled for 13th February. The alternatives were to meet on the scheduled date with only essential business on the agenda or defer it to the following Monday when the Clerk would be available.

Resolved that the next meeting be held on Monday 20th February 2017 starting at 7.00pm. 
The Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Signed………………………………….Date……………….
Chairman
.Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road on Monday 9th January 2017
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