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197/17
Apologies. 
Cllrs. S Bilbie, L McKemey, A Hind and S Parker. County Cllr. B Pain. District Cllr. C Wood.  PCSO L Cross. 
198/17
Declarations of Interest.

None.
199/17
Dispensation Requests.

None.
200/17
Public Participation.
Mr T Smith, a resident of Main Street, asked about the Council’s views on proposed development on High Street as he had only just become aware of the proposals. Mr Smith expressed concern about the impact the development would have on traffic in the centre of the Village, the loss of public car parking and the impact the shops would have on the street scene particularly viewed from Main Street. Mr Smith also wondered what type of shops they would be. The Chairman explained that the Parish Council had already considered the application and had made a number of comments about the proposed development to the Planning Authority which included the access to the site, lack of public parking, inadequate provision for delivery vehicles to service the retail units, poor design and layout of the site, poor design of house types and the lack of any S106 contribution for highway improvements in the Village centre.  The Chairman advised Mr Smith that although the 21 days for comment had passed he would still be able to comment directly to the Planning Authority as an individual if he so wished and his comments would be taken in to account in determining the application.

Cllr. T Mcdonaugh, on behalf of the Rule 6 Group provided an update of the Persimmon Appeal Inquiry.
The Inquiry concluded on 9th February after sitting for five days over two weeks with a site visit taking place on 8th February.

The Group had tried very hard to convey to the Inspector, all the reasons why it felt the development would be harmful. The Planning Authority did not provide any credible defence of the decision to refuse the application although its barrister did all she could. The Planning Officer very much agreed with everything that the Persimmon QC said. He had little defence as he had recommended the application for approval.
The Group was very happy that its own barrister who gave her very best efforts with a closing summary that was 23 pages long. The Group knew that it was always going to be an uphill struggle due to the lack of a five year housing land supply in Harborough.  The Group’s  evidence did not hold as much weight as the ‘experts’ put forward by Persimmon, but felt that it scored several points. Persimmon had pulled out all the stops to get this development through with no fewer than four expert witnesses covering traffic, planning, landscape and heritage (ridge and furrow).

The Group discovered that a statutory consultee failed to respond and this was not picked up by the Planning Authority prior to the application being considered at the Planning Committee. A late response was accepted by the Inspector which stated that the application should be refused.  This statutory response was never considered by the Planning Committee and may have given rise to further reasons for refusal. 
It had become clear that to get the 20 metre ‘buffer’ planting to mitigate the landscape impacts, without reducing the number of houses, would require the moving of the overhead power lines. This was not made clear by Persimmon in their documentation. This will now be a condition should the appeal be granted, and will be relatively expensive.
It was also clear; that the actual density of the site will be closer to nearly 40 dwellings per hectare rather than HDC’s recommended 30.  This is something that HDC is happy with in relation to this application. The Officer stated that the dwellings per hectare were 24 in his report to committee. This is correct if you take 290 houses and divide it by 12.23 hectares.  However, the site calculations should have included an allowance for roads, pavements etc as you cannot build houses on 100% of the site area.  It’s 62.5% and HDC’s own report (SHLAA) on the site (May 2016) stated that it had an estimated capacity of about 225 dwellings. The density proposed will produce a tightly packed site that will extend into open countryside. This will be the new gateway entrance to the Village from the South. The site will be of a scale and density not seen for over 25 years and will result in a massive change to the character of Fleckney.  The Village was described as a small town by Persimmon.
The Group covered issues including the narrowness of the footpath in the centre of Fleckney, the distance of the site from the amenities being likely to increase car use, lack of public transport leading to increased car use, lack of parking in the centre of Fleckney, parking at Fleckney Primary School, the preference for smaller sites closer to amenities reducing car use, the question of part of the development being in Saddington Parish, the reduction of the space between Fleckney and Saddington increasing the possibility of merging of the two settlements in the long term, and many more too long to list!
Cllr. Mcdonagh thanked all those involved and particularly the Chairman, Cllr Wyche who had been a great help.
Cllr. Mcdonagh drew members’ attention to a copy of an off-site Public Open Space contribution for £637,120 agreed between the developer and HDC which was related to the Lodge Road Recreation Ground. 

The Chairman thanked both Mr Smith and Cllr. Mcdonagh for their contributions.
201/17
Minutes of the Meeting Held on 15th January 2018.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 15th January 2018, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

202/17
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2018.
There were no matters arising.

203/17
Police, District and County Councillors’ Reports.

The Clerk provided information from written reports previously provided by the various parties in their absence as follows:

Police – Two criminal damage (Hastings Close and The Meer). The Coffee Morning/Surgery at the Toast Office had been a success. The most common issue was parking problems. A minor issue that was occurring and causing annoyance to a number of people was milk being taken from door steps in the Elizabeth Road/Gladstone Road area after delivery at around 4.00am.

District – Planning application for expansion of Magna Park refused. The reason for refusal was the landscape impact which was such that it outweighed the economic benefits and was contrary to Policy CS17. Child Sexual Exploitation Training for Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers and Operators had been put in place following recommendations from the Regulatory Committee.

County Council – Precept set to increase by 5.99% to include 3% adult social care levy. Finances remain tight. No new money in the Chancellor’s Autumn Budget but thanks to some late lobbying from MPs and the County Councils Network the Minister announced an additional £166m for upper tier authorities of which Leicestershire’s share will be £1.5m. 
The fair funding campaign was gathering stream and serious progress was being made with Ministers, MHCLG and the Treasury.

A consultation was ongoing on changing school term dates which included aligning with the dates with Leicester City Council.

Cabinet changes following the death of Cllr. Ernie White included Cllr. L Richardson as lead member for Equalities, Communities and Rural Affairs, Cllr. P Posnett to Health and Cllr. B Pain to lead Highways, Transport and Waste Management.
The Regional Strategic Growth Plan to 2050 was currently being consulted upon throughout Leicestershire.
204/17
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Cheque
	Cde.
	Name
	
	
	  Description
	
	
	         Amount

	5178
	764
	Dura Sport Ltd
	
	
	
	3G resurface for AWP              paid 19.1.18              
	53,377.66
	

	5179
	764
	Surface Performance Ltd
	
	
	
	Performance Testing 3G AWP paid 19.1.18
	1,500.00
	

	5180
	9
	R J Everitt
	
	
	
	Wages                                       paid  12.2.18
	593.08
	

	5181
	255
	R Deamer
	
	
	
	Wages                                   
	148.20
	

	5181
	306
	R Deamer
	
	
	
	Wages                                   
	59.28
	

	5181*
	665
	R Deamer
	
	
	
	Wages                                   
	88.92
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5181 paid 12.2.18
	 296.40
	

	5182
	160
	I Facer
	
	
	
	Wages                                   
	225.35
	

	5182
	570
	I Facer
	
	
	
	Wages
	117.19
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5182 paid 12.2.18
	342.54
	

	5183
	12
	J Flower
	
	
	
	Wages                                    paid 12.2.18
	611.08
	

	5184
	513
	J Prescott
	
	
	
	Wages                                    paid 12.2.18
	1,464.47
	

	5185
	160
	S Leech
	
	
	
	Wages                                    paid 12.2.18
	22.50
	

	5186
	364
	R Dempsey
	
	
	
	Wages                                    paid 12.2.18
	300.00
	

	5187
	112
	S Wyche
	
	
	
	Chairman’s Allowance           paid 12.2.18
	240.00
	

	5188
	160
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	56.31
	

	5188
	570
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	29.29
	

	5188
	364
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	75.00
	

	5188
	255
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	30.30
	

	5188*
	665
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	18.18
	

	5188
	306
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	12.12
	

	5188
	12
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	407.60
	

	5188
	27
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	46.74
	

	5188
	513
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	293.68
	

	5188
	517
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	150.74
	

	5188
	112
	HMRC
	
	
	
	Tax & NI
	60.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5188 paid 12.2.18
	1,179.96

	5189
	254
	Guardian
	
	
	
	Gate Security
	139.89
	

	5189*
	658
	Guardian
	
	
	
	Gate Security
	139.87
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5189
	 279.76
	

	5190
	580
	Replay Maintenance Ltd
	
	
	
	Power Sweep
	305.10
	

	5191
	241
	Abacus
	
	
	
	Light bulbs
	181.63
	

	5192
	136
	Regent Samsic
	
	
	
	Cleaning
	309.88
	

	5193
	239
	Straightline Fencing
	
	
	
	Fence repair
	84.00
	

	5194
	712
	Market Harborough Scouts
	
	
	
	Remembrance Day Marshalling
	99.00
	

	5195
	239
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Salt Rock
	30.00
	

	5195
	48
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Stationery
	24.73
	

	5195
	48
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Paper
	16.20
	

	5195
	159
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Paper
	16.20
	

	5195
	140
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Toilet Rolls
	8.34
	

	5195
	251
	ESPO
	
	
	
	Boots
	38.40
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5195
	 133.87
	

	5196
	145
	British Gas
	
	
	
	Electricity
	3,556.90
	

	5197
	778
	Just Outdoor Toys
	
	
	
	Play Equipment
	2,000.00
	

	5198
	24
	Fleckney Baptist Church
	
	
	
	Donation
	300.00
	

	5199
	241
	J Prescott  (International Lamps Ltd)
	
	
	
	Light bulbs
	11.34
	

	5200
	174
	Refreshment Systems Ltd
	
	
	
	Vending Machine Supplies
	44.47
	

	5200
	174
	Refreshment Systems Ltd
	
	
	
	Vending Machine Supplies
	25.53
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	5200
	   70.00
	

	5201
	158
	J Flower     (HP Instant Ink)
	
	
	
	Ink Replacement Service
	7.99
	

	DD9
	512
	Nest
	
	
	
	Pension Contributions
	17.72
	

	DD9
	50
	Nest
	
	
	
	Pension Contributions
	5.99
	

	DD9
	513
	Nest
	
	
	
	Pension Contributions
	14.18
	

	DD9
	9
	Nest
	
	
	
	Pension Contributions
	5.99
	

	DD9
	255
	Nest
	
	
	
	Pension Contributions
	18.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal Cheque No.
	DD9
	  61.88
	

	DDBT1
	166
	British Telecom
	
	
	
	Telephone/Alarm
	43.20
	

	DDBT2
	78
	British Telecom
	
	
	
	Telephone accounts               paid 3.2.18
	80.59
	

	DDBT3
	78
	British Telecom
	
	
	
	Telephone accounts               paid 3.2.18
	62.64
	

	DDBT4
	163
	British Telecom
	
	
	
	Telephone accounts               paid 3.2.18
	90.14
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	         £67,605.61
	



*Payments in respect of the Playing Field Charity Management Agreement
The Clerk reported that the total receipts in January amounted to £2,841.65 (Excluding VAT).
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2018.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2018 be received and noted.
205/17    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:
	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Action Agreed


	1
	Royal British Legion
	Silent Soldiers – Commemoration of the end of WW1.
	Parish Council to sponsor a silent soldier at a cost of £250. A decision be made at the next meeting about the siting.

	2
	Brain Tumour Research
	Wear a Hat Day.
	Circulate the information to voluntary organisations in the Village.

	3
	Arnesby Parish Council
	Draft Neighbourhood Plan – Statutory Consultation.
	Noted.

	4
	Gladman Developments Ltd
	Development Proposals – Land at Arnesby Road for up to 160 dwellings – Request for a meeting with Parish Council to discuss proposals in more detail.
	Meeting to be arranged for Monday 5th March at 6.30pm at the Sports Centre. Alternative dates 6th and 7th March.

	5
	Leicestershire Police
	Independent Advisory Group Engagement Event – Tuesday 13th March 2018.
	Noted.


Resolved that the correspondence received be noted and the actions set out in the above list be approved.
206/17
Employees and Chairs Reports.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated to members.
There was no report from the Chairman.

Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
207/17
Recreation Committee.
Members received copies of the minutes of the Recreation Committee that had met on the 29th January 2018, copies of which had been previously circulated.
Resolved that the minutes of the Recreation Committee be received and noted.
208/17
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on planning applications received since the last meeting as set out in the table below:

	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	18/00173/FUL
	Erection of a single storey extension.

	2 Short Close
	No comments

	1/00176/TPO
	Work to trees (HDC TPO 124)
	The Cedars, 11 High Street

	No comments

	17/00111/OUT
	Outline application for the erection of up to three dwellings (all matters reserved).
	1 Victoria Street
	Comment –
The Parish Council will support the development of small infill sites in the Village where it can be demonstrated that the size and scale of any development will not have an adverse or detrimental impact on adjacent properties, there is adequate on-site parking that directly relates to the dwelling it serves and any access on to the highway is of a sufficient standard to cater for the anticipated volume of vehicles entering and leaving the site. 

However, with regard to this particular application there are a number of aspects which the Parish Council is unable to support.

Density.

The proposal to provide three detached dwellings on this site is considered to be an unacceptable high density / over-development of the site resulting in inadequate car parking and disproportionately small amenity/garden areas for the size of the properties and compared with the neighbouring properties on Victoria Street. 
Car Parking.  

The provision of parking away from dwellings is not acceptable and will create opportunity for crime and neglect and lead to more on-street parking when not situated in a convenient location to each dwelling. Residential parking should relate directly to the dwelling it serves. The better positioning of the dwellings on the site and/or the reduction in number would allow car parking to relate directly to the dwelling it serves. 




Resolved that he Clerk informs Harborough District Council of the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications as set out in the table above.
209/17
Fleckney Allotment Association – Annual Report 2017.
The Clerk submitted for consideration the Fleckney Allotment Association Annual Report 2017, copies of which had been previously circulated, and updated members on the latest position with the waiting list for allotments with the current waiting time now being approximately twelve months.

Resolved the Annual Report be received and noted.

210/17
Priest Meadow Open Space.

Members gave consideration to maintaining the Priest Meadow Open Space for a period of twelve months from 1st April 2018.

Resolved that the Parish Council maintains the Priest Meadow Open Space for a further period of twelve months from 1st April 2018.
211/17
Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr. Birch updated members on progress with the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Due to the Persimmon Appeal progress on the plan had slowed as the outcome of the appeal would have a significant effect on the final version depending which way the appeal went. The Chairman expressed concern that the Parish Council had yet to see anything emerging from the Steering Group and asked that much more detail be made available for the next meeting in March.

Resolved the report be received and noted.

212/17
Date of Next Meeting.
                Monday 12th March 2018 at 7.00 pm.
The Meeting closed at 8.32 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….
Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held in the Sports Centre on 19th February 2018.





Present:


Cllr. S Wyche (Chairman). Cllrs. A Birch, J Earwaker, J Dainton, J Gilbert, C Goosey, T Mcdonagh and C McKemey.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council





Members of the Public: Mr T Smith.
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