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237/20
Apologies.

Cllrs. J Brummel and C Ward.  J Flower, Clerk to the Council.
238/20
Declarations of Interest.
Cllr. T Mcdonagh declared an interest in 21/00482/CLU.
239/20
Dispensation Requests.

None. 
240/20
Public Participation.

None.
241/20
Minutes of the Meeting Held on 8th March 2021.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th March 2021, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
242/20
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2021.
Minute 225/20 – S106 Agreement – The Chairman informed members’ that the meeting arranged for 9th April had been cancelled by Harborough DC. The meeting was now being rearranged.

Minute 228/20 – Missing Litter Bins – The Chairman informed the meeting that the Clerk still had to chase this up with Harborough DC. 
Minute 231/20 – Birdcage Cottage – The Chairman informed the meeting that further representations had been made to Planning Inspector objecting to the proposal. The Chairman thanked Cllr.  Mcdonagh for her efforts in formulating the response.

Minute 232/20 – Freedom of Information Request – The Chairman informed the meeting that the request for further clarification had been treated by Harborough DC as a new request with a response being promised by 9th April but no response had been received. In accordance with the decision at the last meeting the matter would now be referred to the Information Commissioner’s Office.
243/20
Accounts.
The Administrative Assistant submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, as set out below:
	Reference
	Payee
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	BL0551
	Coles Nursery
	
	Fruit Trees
	
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	
	
	     375.24

	BL0552
	Signs of the Times
	
	Village Sign
	
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	
	8816.40

	BL0553
	CPRE
	
	
	Subscription
	
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	40.00

	BL0554
	Regent Samsic
	
	Cleaning
	
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	356.42

	BL0555*
	Guardian
	
	
	Gate Security
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	
	309.70

	BL0556
	J Everitt (Sinclair & Rush Ltd)
	Football Caps
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	
	
	16.40

	BL0556
	J Everitt (Wilko)
	
	Magnets
	
	Paid 29.03.21
	
	
	
	
	2.00

	BL0557
	Harborough District  Council
	Grounds Maintenance
	
	5445.61

	BL0558
	Abacus
	Light repairs
	
	95.90

	BL0559
	Guardian
	Key holding annual payment
	
	360.00

	BL0560
	Alison Ingram
	Fleckney Village Aid Telephone
	
	9.24

	BL0561
	Scribe Accounts
	Scribe
	
	504.00

	BL0562
	Straightline Fencing
	Seat Repairs
	
	150.00

	BL0563
	Equals  (Wilko)
	Paint
	
	55.00

	vBL0563
	Equals (James Mobley)
	Rope
	
	11.65

	BL0563
	Equals FairFX Plc
	Cancelled payment
	
	9.99

	BL0563
	Equals  (HP)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.49

	BL0563
	Equals  (Amazon)
	Paint
	
	27.97

	BL0563
	Equals  (Screwfix)
	Water Seal Repellent
	
	14.99

	BL0564 - 0570
	Various
	 Wages
	
	3983.44

	BL0571
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1208.18

	DD10 M
	Water Plus
	
	
	Water Services                 
	
	Paid 10.03.21
	
	14.15

	DD13M
	Nat West Bank
	
	
	Bank Charges
	Paid 15.03.21
	
	26.75

	DD16 M
	British Gas
	
	Electricity Lodge Rd
	Paid 16.03.21
	
	10.88

	DD15 M
	British Gas
	
	
	Electricity
	Paid 22.03.21
	1,343.91

	DD6 M
	British Gas
	
	
	Electricity  YC
	Paid 23.03.21
	9.19

	DD10 April
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	
	14.15

	DD9April
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	
	206.50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	£23,421.15


The Administrative Assistant reported that the total receipts in March 2021 amounted to £12,021.95 (Excluding VAT)  which included £5,000 from the County Council for the vehicle activated sign and £6,107 from the Government’s Coronavirus Hardship Fund for the Sports Centre. 
The Administrative Assistant submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st March 2021. 
The Administrative Assistant also submitted details of petty cash payments for the March quarter.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st March 2021 be received and noted.
(iv) The details of petty cash payments for the March quarter be received and noted.
244/20   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no matters arising from the County Councillor’s reports. 
There were no district councillor reports.

There was no Police report.
245/20    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Harborough DC
	Notification of approval of S106 funding in the sum of £2,135 for improvement to the pathways at the allotments on Leicester Road.

	Noted

	2
	Harborough DC
	Notification of the approval of Government Coronavirus Hardship Grant of £6,107 for the Sports Centre.


	Noted.



246/20
Employees and Chairman’s Report.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated to members. 

The Chairman reported on her visit earlier in the day, together with other parish councillors, to the Lady Byron School which was due to open in the Village for children with special needs/autism. The facilities were superb and a realistic concept with very enthusiastic staff and hoped the School, which is funded by the County Council, would be a success and felt that it was a venture that the Parish Council should be supportive of.
The Chairman updated members’ on the issue that had been raised with her by residents on Wolsey Close about the impact of building works taking place on a property in Priest Meadow which backed onto the parking area. 
Resolved that the reports of the Street Orderly and Chairman be received and noted.
247/20
Recreation Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Recreation Committee that was held on 29th March 2021 copies of which had been previously circulated.
Cllr. S Parker informed members that he had had discussions with a blacksmith about the provision of secondary doors to make the Shower Toilet Unit at Lodge Road secure but also allowing access when needed. This was noted but the need to obtain a detailed estimate was a requirement. 

Resolved the minutes be received and noted.

248/20
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	21/00579/PCD
	Discharge of Conditions 4 (risk based land contamination assessment), 6 (surface water drainage scheme), 7 (management of surface water during construction), 8 (surface water and foul sewage disposal), 9 (sustainable surface water drainage system), 11 (construction method statement), 13 (site drainage details) and 14 (construction traffic management plan) of 17/02094/OUT and Discharge of Conditions 3 (external materials) and 4 (landscaping scheme) of 20/00687/REM. 


	61 Leicester Road
	No comment.

	21/00531/FUL
	Erection of first floor extension above existing forge to create ancillary accommodation.

	Birdcage Cottage, Arnesby Road.


	No comment

	21/00506/FUL
	Erection of a single storey rear extension and chimney.
	Swallow Barn, 2 Cedar Courtyard, High Street.


	No comment

	21/00482/CLU
	Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed Development for the construction of a brick wall, exceeding 1m but not exceeding 2m, with support pillars.


	North Lodge, Lodge Farm Barns, Saddington Road
	No comment

	21/00483/CLU
	Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed Development for the erection of a single storey rear extension and installation of replacement doors to the rear elevation.


	28 Victoria Street
	No comment

	21/00463/TPO
	Work to tree (HDC TPO 101).
	110 Leicester Road
	No comment

	21/00449/NMA
	Change of brick type to plots 38-40 (proposed non-material amendment of 18/00220/REM).


	Land at Kilby Road
	No comment


Resolved that the Clerk informs Harborough District Council of the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications as set out in the table above.
Cllr. T Mcdonagh declared an interest in 21/00482/CLU and took no part in the discussion.

249/20
Vehicle Activated Speed Sign.


The Chairman reported that due to the cost of the electrical connection at £28k it makes provision of a mains powered version unaffordable. The next best alternative would be a solar powered version, whilst not ideal, as it may require some intervention, particularly during the winter months to change the back-up battery but this will depend on both the amount of sunlight and the volume of traffic. The cost of a solar powered version was £1929.03 + VAT. The cost of the post plus installation will be approximately £350.

The Chairman asked members’ to consider the purchase of a second solar powered unit to be funded from the remaining grant monies received from the County Council. Possible locations to consider are further down Saddington Road in the vicinity of Churchill Way, Leicester Road in the vicinity of the Coleman Road junction or Arnesby Road/Main Street at the start of the built up area. Alternatively other improvement schemes could be considered if it was not felt appropriate to install a second unit.

Resolved that:

i) A solar powered unit be purchased from Elan City at a cost of £1,929.03 + VAT for installation on Saddington Road.
ii) A further unit be purchased from Elan City at a cots of £1,969 + VAT to be installed on Leicester Road near to the junction with Coleman Road subject to obtaining agreement from the County Council and carrying out the necessary consultation with nearby residents.
250/20
Village Pond Lighting.

The Chairman reported that Harborough DC had indicated that there are some S106 monies still available from the Bellway development that has to be spent by August 2021 and which could be used for the pond lighting. It would require a S106 application being made to Harborough DC to use the money to provide the pond lighting. Normally three quotations would be required but in view of the time limitation and to be able to use the same contractor as is used for the Christmas lighting it was felt that this requirement should be waived. The S106 funding available is £5,823.10. 

Resolved that an application for S106 funding be made to Harborough DC for the provision of pond lighting at the Village Pond based on the quotation of NoiseBoys Ltd in the sum of £6,000 with the Parish Council contributing the difference and the application including a request to waive the requirement to obtain three quotations.

251/20
HCYC – Youth Club Provision.

The Chairman informed members’ that Harborough District Children & People’s Charity (HCYC) had been successful in its Lottery bid and was now asking if the Parish was still  interested in taking up that opportunity of having a youth club in Fleckney. HCYC would fund approximately half the full cost of running the club for the first three years, and the Parish Council would be responsible for providing the other half of the cost.  The Lottery grant would pay 100% of the Parish Council’s fees for the first year, 50% of their fees for the second year and 25% of their fees for the third year.  However, there is an expectation from the Lottery that the youth club would run for 5 years which would mean the Parish would meet the full costs in year four and five. Although there were some reservations it was agreed a meeting should take place with HCYC to discuss the provision of a youth club in the Village.
Resolved that a meeting be arranged with  HCYC to discuss the funding, venue, criteria for need and staffing of the provision a youth club in the Village with Cllrs. S Robson, S Parker and T Mcdonagh indicating their interest in being involved. (Cllrs. C Ward and J Brummel also to be offered the opportunity to attend the meeting if they so wished). 
252/20
Budget Report 2020-21.

The Chairman submitted for consideration a budget report setting out the provisional outturn figures against budgets for the 2020-21 financial year which also included explanations for any significant variations.

 Resolved that the Budget Report 2020-21 be received and noted.

253/19
Minimum Wage.

The Chairman reported on the increase in the minimum wage from 1st April and the rates of pay that would apply to the following employees:

.

Premises Officers £8.91 per hour. £13.36 per hour for time worked after 6.00 pm and weekends.

Street Orderly £8.91 per hour.

Grounds Maintenance Operative £8.91. 
Resolved that the above rates of pay be implemented from 1st April 2021.

254/19
Staff Holiday Entitlements.

The Chairman informed members’ that due to the pandemic and the changed working arrangements some staff had not taken all their leave entitlement for the last leave year which ended 31st March. Requests had been received to carry these amounts forward into the current leave year which seemed reasonable in the circumstances providing these are taken by 30th June 2021.

Resolved that staff be allowed to carry forward any untaken leave into the 2021-22 leave year providing it is taken by 30th June 2021.

255/19
Date of Next Meeting.
The Chairman informed members’ that virtual meetings come to an end on 7th May unless a legal challenge by Hertfordshire CC is upheld.  LRALC had suggested bringing forward May meetings to before 7th May so annual meetings can be virtual.  The scheduled date for the May meeting is Monday 10th May at 7.00 pm.
Resolved the format of the meeting be left to the Clerk to decide when the outcome of the legal challenge is known.
The Meeting closed at 8.15 pm.
Signed………………………………….Date……………….
Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held on 12th April 2021.


(This meeting was held in accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020).





Present:


Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman), A Birch, J Earwaker, T Mcdonagh, C McKemey, S Parker and S Robson.





J Everitt, Administrative Assistant




















County Cllr. G Hart.
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