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115/24
Apologies.

Apologies received from Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman), J Everitt  and  A Birch. 
Cllr S Wyche has formally resigned as a councillor of Fleckney PC due to work commitments, Fleckney PC wish to thank Suzanne for her dedication and support over the 11 years she has served the village.

Cllr D Parker will stand as Chair until May elections.

116/24
Declarations of Interest.

None.
11724
Dispensation Requests.

None.
118/24
Public Participation.

A resident asked if dogs could be forbidden from the Edward Road Play area and recreation ground as dog fouling is an issue?  Cllr’s advised that the play park is a HDC asset and also part of the public right of way , Clerk to contact HDC to request signs.
The resident advised dog fouling was becoming a bigger issue around the village notably around Western Avenue, Cllr B Bonser agreed especially around the Persimmon estate and Garner Way, he feels there is a large number of irresponsible dog owners within the village.

Clerk to contact the dog warden to arrange visits & signage.

The working party for dog fouling will consist of B Bonser, J Earwaker and J Everitt TBC

The resident in attendance asked if the Asda shopping bus could be reinstated? Cllr D Parker will contact Asda.

11924
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2024.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th November 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

120/24
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November  2024.
Brook clearing has started, Aaron to amend quotation, Cllr S Robson to contact Aaron for amendment and start date.

Duck pond lighting is now completed.
Fleckney Festival to contact Cllr C McKemey regarding use of container.

Dog bin to be repaired on Main Street.

121/24
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
			
																							
																				
																							
		Voucher

Number

Name

Description

Amount

357

BL1440

Equals (Hugofox)

Sports Centre Website

2.99

359

BL1440

Equals (Post Office)

Biscuits/Sugar/Coffee

9.49

360

BL1440

Equals (Post Office)

Postage Stamps

1.65

368

BL1440

Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)

Ink Replacement Service

3.99

358

BL1440

Equals (Morrisons)

Christmas Tree Lights

7.00

Subtotal No.

BL1440

25.12

361

BL1441- 1446
Staff
Wages

5918.98
367

BL1447

HMRC

Tax & NI

1,968.02

369

BL1448

Guardian  Support

HS and HR annual contract

822.00

370

BL1449

Playscape

Repairs to Playground

2,567.03

371

BL1450

Guardian

Gate Security

600.12

372

BL1451

LRALC

Training Courses

130.00

373

BL1452

Parish Online

Parish Online mapping

180.00

374

BL1453

ESPO

Diaries/Tennis Balls/Gloves

46.98

375

BL1454

ESPO

Calendar/Toilet Rolls/Wound Dressings

30.12

376

BL1455

Ball Hall

Stage 3 Design & Planning Submission Fee

32,070.00

377

BL1456

Your Locale

Neighbourhood Plan Locality Funding

2,400.00

378

BL1457

John Flower (123 Reg)

Domain Renewal

28.78

350

D/DBT1

British Telecom

Telephone & Broadband

137.73

352

DD10

Water Plus

Water Services

24.32

354

DD16

British Gas

Electricity

13.41

353

DD18

Biffa Waste Services Ltd

Trade Waste Service

74.16

355

DD19

Smartest Energy

Electricity

2,618.00

351

DD9

Nest

Pension Contributions

383.25

348

NWBank

Playfinder

Bookteq/Playfinder

32.18

356

NWBank

Nat West Bank

Bank Charges

96.80

349

NWBank

SumUp

SumUp Fees

1.36

TOTAL

50,168.36

													
															
																							
																					

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in June amounted to £19,587.88 (Excluding VAT) .

The Clerk submitted bank reconciliation statements at 30th November 2024.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts and the bank reconciliation be noted.
Budget 2025-26
The Clerk submitted a report which provided information on the estimated outturn for the current year (2024-25) and proposals for the Budget and the Precept for 2025-26 copies of which had been previously circulated to members.
The original budget for 2024-25 anticipated a sum of £39,130 being added to reserves .  The increase to budget for 2025-26 will be the PWLB repayments of £142,000 annually for the replacement sports centre.
The reserves carried forward at the 31st March 2024 were estimated to be £441,000 which includes an earmarked reserves of £88,000 as required by Sport England for the renewal of the AWP surface and £223,000 towards the replacement of the Sports Centre, giving free reserves of £130,000. On the assumption that the £100,000 for planning application fees etc is met from S106 monies.
The 2025-26 budget had been prepared on the basis of maintaining current levels of service with the new Sports Centre continuing to be the most significant capital project. 

HDC has confirmed that the level of the Council Tax Support for 2014/15 will be maintained at the 2013/14 level i.e. £8,670.

At this stage the Precept has been included at the same level as the current year i.e. £101,050 but as the council tax base has increased from 1,456 Band D properties to 1,469.90 this has had the effect of reducing the Council Tax for Parish purposes from £69.40 per Band D property to £68.75 a reduction of 65p or 0.94%.

It is still not known whether local councils will be subject to any kind of capping in 2014/15 although it seems unlikely. An announcement on this is expected in January but it may be after the date of the Parish Council meeting in January. Should capping be imposed it may mean having a further budget meeting if the decision on the budget does not accord with the capping rules.

If capping does not apply in 2014/15 it may well apply in future years. There is also no guarantee that Council Tax Support will continue beyond 2014/15. With this in mind consideration needs to be given to increasing the Precept in 2014/15 to provide a base for future years.

The budget for 2014/14 shows a deficit of £29,550 compared to £41,090(Budget) and £8,850(Outturn) for the current year. The Capital Expenditure budget for 2014/15 includes one-off costs of £23,370 which would not be repeated in future years although there may be other schemes to consider i.e. the Fitness Trail.

The effect of increasing the Precept on council tax and deficit is shown below:

Precept                  Council Tax                      Deficit
£101,050                £68.75                            £24,050
£105,000                £71.43                            £20,100
£110,000                £74.84                            £15,100
£115,000                £78.24                            £10,100
£120,000                £81.64                             £5,100

In 2013/14 the range of council tax amounts for all parishes in the Harborough District ranged from £2.02 to £87.95 with 10 parishes not levying a precept. Fleckney was the third highest. Only Lutterworth (£70.07) and Broughton Astley (£87.95) had a higher council ta
The Precept had been included in the Budget Working Paper at £369,000; This is an increase of  £177,000 to provide £142,000 for the PWLB repayments for the new sports centre, £35,000 for the increase of electricity, dog bins and extra grounds maintenance operative.
Both amounts included a contribution to the sinking fund of £10,000 to replace the surface of the All Weather Pitch. Bringing this total to £88,000 in reserves.
Members considered the effect of the increase in the Precept and agreed that the sports centre project needed to go ahead after sitting dormant for 5 years following the verdict of HDC that the current building is unfit for purpose, Fleckney PC have previously tried to repair the current building but have been advised against by HDC.
Based on a Precept of £369,000 (85% increase on the 2024-25 amount) This is an increase annually per Band D household of £88.61,  £7.38 monthly. 

With free reserves estimated at 31st March 2025 to be £130,000 , this will be to cover five months expenditure contingency.
Resolved that that:

(i) The Estimated Outturn for 2024-25 is noted.
(ii) The Budget for 2025-26 is agreed.

(iii) The Precept for 2025-26 is set at £369,000.   Please find attached the draft budget for 20114/15 for your perusal.

HDC has confirmed that the level of the Council Tax Support for 2014/15 will be maintained at the 2013/14 level i.e. £8,670.

At this stage the Precept has been included at the same level as the current year i.e. £101,050 but as the council tax base has increased from 1,456 Band D properties to 1,469.90 this has had the effect of reducing the Council Tax for Parish purposes from £69.40 per Band D property to £68.75 a reduction of 65p or 0.94%.

It is still not known whether local councils will be subject to any kind of capping in 2014/15 although it seems unlikely. An announcement on this is expected in January but it may be after the date of the Parish Council meeting in January. Should capping be imposed it may mean having a further budget meeting if the decision on the budget does not accord with the capping rules.

If capping does not apply in 2014/15 it may well apply in future years. There is also no guarantee that Council Tax Support will continue beyond 2014/15. With this in mind consideration needs to be given to increasing the Precept in 2014/15 to provide a base for future years.

The budget for 2014/14 shows a deficit of £29,550 compared to £41,090(Budget) and £8,850(Outturn) for the current year. The Capital Expenditure budget for 2014/15 includes one-off costs of £23,370 which would not be repeated in future years although there may be other schemes to consider i.e. the Fitness Trail.

The effect of increasing the Precept on council tax and deficit is shown below:

Precept                  Council Tax                      Deficit
£101,050                £68.75                            £24,050
£105,000                £71.43                            £20,100
£110,000                £74.84                            £15,100
£115,000                £78.24                            £10,100
£120,000                £81.64                             £5,100

In 2013/14 the range of council tax amounts for all parishes in the Harborough District ranged from £2.02 to £87.95 with 10 parishes not levying a precept. Fleckney was the third highest. Only Lutterworth (£70.07) and Broughton Astley (£87.95) had a higher council tax.

None of the figures in the budget are set in stone although the majority will be unavoidable if the current range of services etc. continue to be provided. 

If you have any queries about any of the figures or require any explanations do not hesitate to contact me.

The Budget and setting the Precept for 2014/15 will be the main focus of the meeting on the 13th January 2014. Please find attached the draft budget for 20114/15 for your perusal.

HDC has confirmed that the level of the Council Tax Support for 2014/15 will be maintained at the 2013/14 level i.e. £8,670.

At this stage the Precept has been included at the same level as the current year i.e. £101,050 but as the council tax base has increased from 1,456 Band D properties to 1,469.90 this has had the effect of reducing the Council Tax for Parish purposes from £69.40 per Band D property to £68.75 a reduction of 65p or 0.94%.

It is still not known whether local councils will be subject to any kind of capping in 2014/15 although it seems unlikely. An announcement on this is expected in January but it may be after the date of the Parish Council meeting in January. Should capping be imposed it may mean having a further budget meeting if the decision on the budget does not accord with the capping rules.

If capping does not apply in 2014/15 it may well apply in future years. There is also no guarantee that Council Tax Support will continue beyond 2014/15. With this in mind consideration needs to be given to increasing the Precept in 2014/15 to provide a base for future years.

The budget for 2014/14 shows a deficit of £29,550 compared to £41,090(Budget) and £8,850(Outturn) for the current year. The Capital Expenditure budget for 2014/15 includes one-off costs of £23,370 which would not be repeated in future years although there may be other schemes to consider i.e. the Fitness Trail.

The effect of increasing the Precept on council tax and deficit is shown below:

Precept                  Council Tax                      Deficit
£101,050                £68.75                            £24,050
£105,000                £71.43                            £20,100
£110,000                £74.84                            £15,100
£115,000                £78.24                            £10,100
£120,000                £81.64                             £5,100

In 2013/14 the range of council tax amounts for all parishes in the Harborough District ranged from £2.02 to £87.95 with 10 parishes not levying a precept. Fleckney was the third highest. Only Lutterworth (£70.07) and Broughton Astley (£87.95) had a higher council tax.

None of the figures in the budget are set in stone although the majority will be unavoidable if the current range of services etc. continue to be provided. 

If you have any queries about any of the figures or require any explanations do not hesitate to contact me.

The Budget and setting the Precept for 2014/15 will be the main focus of the meeting on the 13th January 2014. 
122/24   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor reports. 
The Clerk advised that the HDC Local Plan is due to go to committee in mid December..

The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for November 2024.
 Resolved the reports be received and noted.
123/24    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
2
	Michael Preston
Fleckney Resident

	Requested permission to place container for storage of Fleckney Festival equipt
Advised that the dog bin on Main Street is damaged


	Cllr D Parker proposed for Fleckney Festival to use existing container, seconded by Cllr C McKemey, all agreed
Clerk to organise repair.



124/24
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
No reports.
125/24
Planning Applications.
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location

	· 24/01461/FUL 
	· Erection of 8 dwellings in addition to those approved under application reference 16/01355/FUL 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

Parish Council objects to this application.
	Land At Fleckney Road Saddington Leicestershire



	· 24/01460/VAC 
	· Erection of 290 dwellings, including affordable housing, landscaping and associated access (Variation of Conditions 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, & 21 of 16/01355/FUL to incorporate additional and amended house types, and to amend pre commencement Conditions to compliance utilising the details that have previously been approved under Discharge of Condition applications) 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

Parish Council neutral to this application.
	Land At Fleckney Road Saddington Leicestershire



	24/01403/FUL

24/01313/TPO  
	· Conversion and extension of a stable building to create a single custom/self-build dwelling 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

· Parish Council neutral to this application
· Works to tree 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

Parish Council neutral to this application
	Land At Arnesby Road Fleckney Leicestershire

Beech Tree House 69 Leicester Road Fleckney Leicestershire LE8 8BG




126/24
Sports Centre Update.
PQQ’s have been sent to all interested contractors.
The PC discussed the costing for the build of the new centre with the project total set at £3.4 million
£1.2 million is allocated from S106 funding

£400k in PC reserves of which the searches and planning fee will be taken from.

Which leaves a shortfall of £2 million.  A public works loan application is in progress.
A meeting is to be arranged with Sports Centre staff, Cllr’s D Parker & C McKemey with Everyone Active to discuss gym options.

Interviews are to be held with interested parties to the Grounds Operative vacancy.

127/24
Lodge Farm Solar Park.
The Clerk informed members that she and Cllr D Parker had met with Richard Brookes to discuss boundary lines and the Severn Trent community fund, this is ongoing.
128/24     Neighbourhood Plan
The online questionnaire is live and the closing date is 31st December and has been published throughout the community. 
129/24      Highways Survey

 A site visit is to be held with Evoke to agree locations to be surveyed.

130/24
Clerks six month probation appointment
The HR committee have carried out the six month appraisal and Clerk is permanently appointed.

Full Council agreed.  

131/24    Footpaths
All issues raised have been logged with the Footpath Officer.
132/24
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 13th January 2025.
The Meeting closed at 20.33 pm.
Signed…………………………………. Date……………….

Chairman
Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road on 9th December 2024.





Present:


Cllrs.  D. Parker ( Vice Chairman), C McKemey,   S Robson, J Taylor, B Bonser, J Brummel, J Earwaker and S Parker. 





H Denton- Stacey, Clerk to the Council





Members of the Public: One.
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